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1st Reading: Habakkuk 1: 2 -3; 2: 2 – 4. 
 God’s vision presses on to fulfillment. 
Psalm: Psalm 95: 1 – 2, 6 – 9. 
 If today you hear God’s voice, harden not your hearts.   
2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 1: 6 – 8, 13 – 14. 

 Hardships are something we all must bear and move forward. 
Gospel: Luke 17: 5 – 10. 
 Faith the size of a mustard seed is all we need. 
            

God is good, All the time; All the time, God is good 
 

Friends, today I am reminded of the prayer Monsignor Hazard had each 
of us write at our team retreat this last week: I wrote “God I got nothing 
other than thanks to say recognizing all the privilege you have given me 
and the hope that I can use it for the benefit of those I run into on my 
journey.”   
 
If I were more honest like Habakkuk today I would say, hey God you up 
there? Are you listening? Do you hear me? I mean look around: waring 
going on in Ukraine with Putin, the violence in Yemen, the gun violence 
on the streets of our cities including Kalamazoo, the human trafficking 
and drug smuggling that is happening daily.  God’s response to me would 
probably be the same as God gave to Habakkuk: “No matter what you 
think, God has not forsaken you. Be patient. God’s time is not the same 
as our time.  That is all well and good for a divine all powerful being; but 
what about those who are feeling the suffering, the pain, the 
discouragement in our world be saying to themselves?   
 



We get a hint from St. Paul’s advice to Timothy.  We must take on the 
suffering that is put into our path and just keep pressing on, moving 
forward.  With this kind of open mind and heart our faith will grow wild 
like an invasive weed (mustard).  And we must hold fast and trust in 
God’s plan and hope will be alive.  Just appreciate the gifts you have been 
given and let them burn on fire by the way you conduct your life.  
Discipleship always call for everything we have. 
 
Then we get Luke’s Gospel where Jesus responds to the disciples request 
to have more faith.  This is the 2nd time Luke uses this image, the other 
was Luke 13: 19, where Jesus teaches that the reign of God grows like a 
mustard plant.  In a sense Jesus is telling us Faith is not a quantitative 
thing but a relational one which calls us to serve others even if it is their 
role to serve you.  It is the action of loving that will grow our faith. 
 
We must as Jesus teaches us at another time see things in a child-like 
manner where all things are new and wonderful.  It’s the vision that 
allows us to see Christ not only in the priest-presider at our Eucharist but 
in each and every person here.  As Thomas Merton exclaimed while in a 
town square, If only you could see the divinity shining through you.  It is 
so awesome!  
 
I love the reflection Jack Shea shares on this Gospel passage:  he says, 
“the Sufis have a saying about Jesus.  He stands by the river selling river 
water. He just saw what was there and what was possible, and he 
struggled mightily with all the art at his command to have other people 
see what he saw.  What he saw were mulberry trees, one after the other, 
on their way to the sea.” 
 
My dear friends, all we need is faith the size of a mustard seed, God will 
do the rest. In God’s time, of course! 
 

God is good. All the time. All the time. God is good 


